
Some Tips for Writing Focused Sentences 
 
IN GENERAL: 
 
1. Choose personal or concrete, specific subjects rather than abstract, general ones.   
Make the subject you are writing about the subject of your sentence. 
 
WEAK:  Our intention is to audit the records of the program. 
BETTER: We intend to audit the records of the program. 
 
WEAK: A great deal of learning took place in my physics class. 
BETTER: I learned a great deal in my physics class. 
 
WEAK: One thing I didn’t like about my old job was the lousy pay. 
BETTER: I didn’t like the lousy pay at my old job. 
 
2. Stay away from “There is” or “It is.” These constructions force you to use the 
weakest, most common verb in the English language—to be—when another, more 
active and descriptive verb would serve the sentence better. 
 
WEAK: It is a wish of mine to work for your company. 
BETTER: I wish to work for your company. 
 
WEAK: There are no more sentences that occur to me. 
BETTER: I can’t think of any more sentences. 
  No more sentences occur to me. 
 
WEAK: There are many teachers that are worried about crime in high schools. 
BETTER: Many teachers worry about crime in high schools.  
 
3. Choose active, “doing” verbs rather than passive, “being done to” verbs. 
 
WEAK: My heart was left in San Francisco by me. 
BETTER: I left my heart in San Francisco. 
 
WEAK: Money and a room of her own must be had by a woman if fiction is to 

be written by her. 
 BETTER: A woman must have money and a room of her own if she is to write 

fiction. 
 
WEAK:  One-hundred words a minute are typed by Sheila. 
BETTER: Sheila types 100 words a minute. 
 



Sentence Focus  (1)—SUBJECTS 
Exercise: Identify and underline the subjects in each of the following sentences. Rewrite each 
sentence using a more concrete or focused subject. 

 

Examples: 

The incidence of moonlighting in academia is high. 

 Many teachers moonlight. 
The use of Valium is greater than that of any other prescription drug in the U.S. 

 Valium is the most widely used drug in the U.S. 
 

1. The existence of pollution is a serious problem. 

2. There were more than four dozen cats living in the two room flat. 

3. The result he hoped to achieve was frightening the girls. 

4. It is hoped that in the future you will continue to do business with our company. 

5. In Civilization and Its Discontents by Sigmund Freud, it is stated that there are certain 
disadvantages created by civilization. 

6. Another period of time when I usually had to make calls is around six to seven in the 
morning. 



Sentence Focus (2)—VERBS 
 

EXERCISE: Underline the verb in each sentence below and replace it with a stronger, 
more active verb.  
 

Examples: 

Forbin’s intention was to become the world’s greatest pool player. 

 Forbin intended to become the world’s greatest pool player. 

 
His editorial contained the implication that we should unite as consumers to protest various 
advertising gimmicks. 

 In his editorial, he implied that we should unite as consumers to protest various  
 advertising gimmicks. 
 

My observation was done in a night class on expository writing. 

 I observed a night class on expository writing. 
 
1)    His improvement was enormous. 

2)   The dog was put out and the cat was let in by Jon. 

3)    Subsistence of wolves is based on a diet of mice. 

4)  Forbin was a person who simply could not hold a cue stick steadily. 

5)  The car is being parked by Farzad. 

6) The competition between Harley and Rose was furious. 

7) The reason for the confusion of most people with the new regulations is the 
ambiguous way they were written. 

 
 
 
 



Sentence Focus (3)—SUBJECTS & VERBS 
 

Exercise: These sentences are poorly focused, using weak subjects or verbs or both. 
Rewrite them using more concrete subjects and active verbs 
 
1) Something every person needs is a high degree of self-confidence. 

2) It is obvious to me that there should be more courses in the humanities taken by the 
average student. 

3) In the process of planning his major, the result he hoped to achieve after graduating 
was getting a good job with a good salary. 

4) It was when I was waiting in line at the DMV that the realization came to me of how 
complex dealing with a major bureaucracy is. 

 

5) The method by which my aunt makes her fantastic mocha cheesecake is by the use of 
pure cocoa and cream cheese, along with other ingredients, carefully mixed so the 
filling is very creamy.  

 
 


