
 

  
 
INSTRUCTOR: Anne F. Walker 
How to Reach Me: 
Office Hours: M/W 1:50 to 3:20 pm & by appointment 
Office: AOA 152 
Email: annefwalker@gmail.com 
Telephone: (510) 778-8979 

 
Essay 1: 

In Cold Blood:  Perspective and primary source material 
 

As described in the syllabus, Essay 1, at a length of 1000 words, is due on February 13.  This is 
the first essay and will include a consideration of authorial perspective and intention.  Though 
you will only send me your final draft, I anticipate that you will have proceeded through at least 
three drafts.  A near-final full-length draft will be edited in class on February 8.  You are welcome 
to use any reading reflections or class writing in your essay. 
 
The final essay you hand in will include some critical thinking on “perspective.”  It may include 
the following topics: 

• character analysis 
• plot analysis 
• narrative analysis 
• compare and contrast  
• speculations on deeper themes or intentions on the part of the 

author 
• speculations on social meaning the text provides 
• any topic approved by professor 

 
The final essay you hand in will include the following formal components: 

• introduction and conclusion paragraphs that include the main 
points of your essay and strong thesis sentences 

• thesis sentences which relay the same information, though in 
different syntax 

• topic sentences which describe the main points of their paragraphs 
• clear language conveying your thoughts directly 
• MLA formatting (please see 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) 
• at least six primary source quotations 
• sources notated via in-text citations and a works cited list, both in 

MLA format (please see 
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http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ and 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/). You can 
look to the bar on the left side of these pages for additional detail 
on each topic 

 
Please do upload your essay  to your “Craft” section of your wordpress portfolio before the 
beginning of class on February 13.  Attach your essay in pdf  format.  Also, please do contact 
me with any questions or concerns throughout your writing process.   

 
A Note About Questions: 

Please do contact me with any questions.  It is always best to ask questions openly in class 
time. If you are thinking a question, chances are that seven other students will benefit 
from you asking the question out loud in class.  I reply to emails primarily during office 
hours.  Questions in class, or office hours, will generate the best responses, and help the 
most other students.   

 
* 

 
WRI 10 Course Learning Outcomes active in this assignment 

• Develop ability to synthesize and express complex ideas  
• Develop ability to argue for different rhetorical purposes:  to persuade, to explain, 

to cooperate, to refute 
• Integrate peer and faculty feedback throughout the planning and drafting process 

 
Program Learning Outcomes active in this assignment: All courses are organized 
around broader learning goals specific to a program.  For the Merritt Writing Program, we 
emphasize that students are able to: 

• Demonstrate engagement with the multi-stage processes of critical reading, formal 
writing, and public speaking 

• Select and apply the appropriate conventions of personal, academic, or professional forms 
of expression 

• Apply professional ethical standards to the research process and its public representation 
• Craft language that reveals aesthetic awareness 

All writing program portfolio assignments organize evidence by these program learning 
outcomes.  For more information please visit http://writingprogram.ucmerced.edu/  
 
 


