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Essay 3: 

Translation:   Any two paired course texts, or other texts if approved by Professor, used in a 
narrative analysis  

 
As described in the syllabus, Essay 3, at a length of 1000 words, is due on April 11, 2012.  This is 
your third essay and will deepen a consideration of narrative analysis. Essay 3 is a compare and 
contrast essay.  Though you will only send me your final draft, I anticipate that you will have 
proceeded through at least three drafts.  A full-length draft will be edited in class.  You are 
welcome to use any reading reflections or class writing in your essay.  Examples of paired texts 
are:  In Cold Blood / Capote, Breakfast at Tiffanies (book) / Breakfast at Tiffanies (film), Revolt of the 
Coackroach People / Chicano Poetics / this translation grouping can also use House with the Blue Bed, 
The Wizard of Oz (book) / Wizard of Oz (film) / this translation grouping can also use Wicked.   
 
The final essay you hand in needs to include a narrative analysis of the translation between two 
paired texts used in class, or two other texts if approved by Professor. 

 
This compare and contrast essay focuses particularly on translation: 

• examples of narrative analysis of translation include: 
o what elements of plot change from one text to the translated 

version 
o what elements of perspective change from one text to the 

translated version 
o what elements of character change from one text to the 

translated version 
 who are the characters 
 what are they like 
 what tells us what they are like 

o what tone changes from one text to the translated version 
(for example, level of drama in the tone) 

o what perceived message changes from one text to the 
translated version 

The above points are elements to help you think about the essay.  The required formal 
components are below. 
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The final essay you hand in will need to include the following formal components: 

• introduction and conclusion paragraphs that include the main 
points of your essay and strong thesis sentences 

• thesis sentences that relay the same information, though in 
different syntax. Remember that each thesis sentence will benefit 
by being closely synced up to the other thesis sentence, and by 
being remarkably clear and straightforward 

• topic sentences that describe the main points of their paragraphs. 
Pay particular attention to topic sentences, making sure that they 
direct the reader through your main ideas  

• clear language conveying your thoughts directly 
• MLA formatting (please see 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) 
• at least three primary source quotations, from each of your two 

texts  
• sources notated via in-text citations and a works cited list, both in 

MLA format (please see 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ and 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/). You can 
look to the bar on the left side of these pages for additional detail 
on each topic. You might also double check your works cited list at 
(http://wwwappskc.lonestar.edu/programs/library/docs/MLA09.
pdf). I am okay with you using easybib.com or citationmachine.net, 
but DO DOUBLE CHECK anything you get from any online 
citation-maker 

 
Please do upload your essay, to your craft section of your portfolio, before the beginning of 
class on April 11, attaching it in pdf  format.  Also please do email me with any questions or 
concerns through your writing process.  

 
Note: For this essay, your introduction and conclusion are particularly important as they 
articulate your interests.  Identify your historical period and approach to exploring  it.  Mention 
the sources you will use, and (quite briefly) what they will do.  A reader should be able to 
read your introduction, thesis, topic sentences, and conclusion to know: 1) exactly 
what your essay is about, 2) what you will say about this topic, and 3) where to find 
details on each aspect of your topic. 
 
Do start working on it now.  Do not leave it up to the last minute.  We will work on multiple 
drafts extensively in class.  Make sure you bring in drafts as requested for workshop days. 
 

• Note:  there is a citation workshop on “MLA in-text and final citation 
format” in CLS 203, Friday March 23, 10-10:50am 
 

A thought to mull over: to create academic arguments one defines, develops, and uses specific 
terms and ideas, then negotiates these articulated boundaries. 
 


