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Essay 4: 

Language Sensitivity  
 

As described in the syllabus, Essay 4, at a length of 1000 words, is due on May 2, 2012.  This is your fourth 
essay and will deepen a consideration of exactitude in language. Essay 4 is a multiple-choice option.  
Though you will only send me your final draft, I anticipate that you will have proceeded through at least 
three drafts.  A full-length draft will be edited in class.  You are welcome to use any reading reflections or 
class writing in your essay.  Choose a topic that is most interesting for you.  Your interest will fuel your 
ability to go over the essay many times to make sure your language use is crisp and clear.   
 
The final essay you hand in needs to include one of the following themes, or another if approved by 
Professor. 

 
This essay has several options: 

1. after reading through Wizard of Oz and Wicked you might find it interesting to extend the story, or 
approach the stories from another angle to write a short narrative. You can put yourself into a story 
and write from that perspective. You can change the way the story goes.  You can write from the 
perspective of someone who could have existed in a story, but didn’t. You can use any class text, or 
text approved by Professor.  This option encourages you to write creatively and originally. With 
this option it is particularly important that your 100-250 word explanation described below is 
academic in tone, and crystal clear 

2. in an analytic essay, explore how details/symbols contribute to an overall theme in a book. For 
example, how the birdcage in Breakfast at Tiffany's emphasizes a theme of isolation 

3. a detailed analysis of one particular object of art 
4. another historical framework essay 
5. another compare and contrast essay 

 
The above points are elements to help you think about the essay.  The required formal components are 
below. 
 
The final essay you hand in will need to include the following formal components: 

• a separate 100-250 word explanation of why you choose this topic and 
how you crafted language in it.  This 100-250 word explanation will be in 
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the same pdf document as the essay, placed on a separate page after the 
essay, and after the works cited list (if you have one) 

• clear language conveying your thoughts directly 
• MLA formatting (please see 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) 
• introduction and conclusion paragraphs that include the main points of 

your essay and strong thesis sentences (if applicable) 
• thesis sentences that relay the same information, though in different 

syntax. Remember that each thesis sentence will benefit by being closely 
synced up to the other thesis sentence, and by being remarkably clear and 
straightforward (if applicable) 

• topic sentences that describe the main points of their paragraphs. Pay 
particular attention to topic sentences, making sure that they direct the 
reader through your main ideas (if applicable) 

• if you use quotations, sources notated via in-text citations and a works 
cited list, both in MLA format (please see 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ and 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/). You can look 
to the bar on the left side of these pages for additional detail on each topic. 
You might also double check your works cited list at 
(http://wwwappskc.lonestar.edu/programs/library/docs/MLA09.pdf). 
I am okay with you using easybib.com or citationmachine.net, but DO 
DOUBLE CHECK anything you get from any online citation-maker. (if 
applicable) 

 
Please do upload your essay, to your craft section of your portfolio, before the beginning of class on 
May 2, attaching it in pdf  format.  Also please do email me with any questions or concerns through 
your writing process.  

 
Note: For this essay, your introduction and conclusion are particularly important as they articulate your 
interests.  Identify your historical period and approach to exploring  it.  Mention the sources you will use, 
and (quite briefly) what they will do.  A reader should be able to read your introduction, thesis, topic 
sentences, and conclusion to know: 1) exactly what your essay is about, 2) what you will say about this 
topic, and 3) where to find details on each aspect of your topic. 
 
Do start working on it now.  Do not leave it up to the last minute.  We will work on multiple drafts 
extensively in class.  Make sure you bring in drafts as requested for workshop days. 

 Note:  there are still grammar workshops in COB 203 each Friday: 

 Apr. 13:                All the Tenses and Parallel Structure 

 Apr. 20:               Adjective Clauses and Demonstrative Pronouns 

 Apr. 27:                Help with Your Essay and Grammar Q&A 
 



 

A thought to mull over: to create academic arguments one defines, develops, and uses specific terms and 
ideas, then negotiates these articulated boundaries. 
 


