
 
 

• Department Name:  English 
• Course Title:  1A: Composition and Reading: Reading and writing expository prose 
• Units:  4 
• Semester Offered:  Summer 2012 
• Course Control #:  30044 
• Course Meeting Days:  M/T/W/TH 
• Course Meeting Time:  8-10:50 am 
• Course Meeting Place:  A 217 Merritt College 
• Course Website:  http://english1asummer2012.wordpress.com/  

 
Instructor Information: 

• Name:  Dr. Anne F. Walker 
• e-Mail Address:  afwalker@peralta.edu  
• Office Location:  classroom, A 217 Merritt College 
• Office Hours:  M/T/W/TH  after class, or by appointment  

Course Description  
 English 1A - Composition and Reading is an integrated approach to reading, writing, and 
critical thinking intended to develop ability to read and write complex, college-level prose. The 
content of this course will lead to an examination of ideas in relation to individuals' worldview 
and contexts from which these ideas arise.  Some research is required. 
 This is an American literature and culture emphasis class.  As the class integrates 
elements of popular culture, and is designed to have some flexibility, you will be asked to research 
media examples which link to ideas brought up in class.  For example, in relation to the idea of 
“borders,” one student found the text “Brown Dreams,” by Paul Flores (Def Poetry) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhttoJwALoA, for an example that would work with the 
theoretical framework of cultural hybridity.  Your research will be integrated into the class via 
Group Led Discussions (GLDs), essay work and open class discussion.   
 This class will begin by working with autobiography, then move into a study of testimony, 
and conclude with some exploration of ways writers create “place.”  The first two essays will have 
creative options as a component.  The third essay will be research-based.  Always pick something 
to write about that interests you, and get approval from the professor.  The more interested you 
are in your topic, the more clear and direct your writing will be.  We will study structure and 
syntax as they relate to the development of your critical thinking and overall writing skills.  More 
will be discussed in class. 
 The teaching style active in this class is most closely linked to Collaborative Learning 
school of thought.  In the classroom you will be encouraged to engage in roundtable discussion of 
course materials whenever possible.  This practice allows you as students to author your own 
perspectives on various texts while simultaneously naturalizing respectful listening and fruitful 
intellectual call-and-response techniques.  Working with the ideas in this way makes abstract 
thought more tangible, intellectually pliable, workable, and thus more deeply retained.  It 

Merritt College 
English 1A: COMPOSITION & READING  

M//T/W/TH, A 217  
Anne F. Walker, Summer 2012 



prepares you to participate in future dialogues, even through periods of intense intellectual 
absorption. Understanding is enriched via constant and collaborative conversation. 
 Throughout the semester Group Led Discussion (GLD) will take up an early section of 
many classes.  Another section of class will often be dedicated to specific exercises that will focus 
on brainstorming, free-writing, research, collaboration, structure, organization, and peer editing.  
Your interests and needs will determine the orientation of these workshop portions.  Feel free to 
ask about having any aspect of essay writing as the focus of these workshop periods.   
 
Texts and Resources 
Required:  

Oscar Zeta Acosta, The Revolt of the Cockroach People 
Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera 
Alfred Arteaga, House with the Blue Bed (reader version available from bookstore) 
 

Online Components of the Course 
Email is an important part of this course.  Please make sure that you have my email address and 
that I have yours. The webpage for the class is: http://english1asummer2012.wordpress.com/. 
You will also create your own website for this class. More will be discussed, step-by-step, in class. 
 Make sure that I have your wordpress url, that your site is accessible to me, and that it is set to a 
privacy level with which you are comfortable.  
 
Student Performance Objectives  
 Demonstrate in class discussions and composition competence in reading, summarizing 
accurately, synthesizing and critically analyzing works from a range of academic contexts and 
cultural backgrounds; analyzing and comparing essays, book-length works and/or other media 
for structure, purpose, audience, and effectiveness of argument; seeing how ideas under 
discussion are related and how they relate to the students own experience. 
 Write compositions demonstrating college-level standards of academic prose by defining a 
line of inquiry; developing a focused thesis or proposition; selecting relevant evidence and 
presenting it in a persuasive manner; anticipating the needs and assumptions of an intended 
audience; organizing the essay in the interests of purpose, coherence and clarity; separating fact 
from inference and judgment; identifying assumptions; using inductive and deductive reasoning; 
recognizing and clarifying viewpoints; using diction, tone, and style appropriate to subject and 
audience. 
 Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of research by gathering, evaluating, and 
incorporating information from outside sources into the writing. 
 
Expected Entry Skills 
Students will be able to: 
1. Summarize course readings in order to demonstrate comprehension of college-level texts. 
2. Apply active reading strategies. 
3. Analyze, evaluate and synthesize college-level essays and apply to writing. 
4. Integrate the ideas of others through paraphrase, summary, and quotation into an essay that 

supports the writer’s position and/or analysis. 
5. Write a variety of essay types of specific word counts, organizing developed paragraphs into a 

logical sequence bringing the central idea of the essay to a logical conclusion through clearly 
expressed topic sentences that support the essay’s thesis. 

6. Compose essays with sentences which display a developing syntactical maturity and whose 
meaning is not impaired by excessive grammar or usage errors. 

7. Proofread their writing in order to minimize grammar and usage errors. 



8. Demonstrate an awareness of their own reading, thinking, and writing processes and monitor 
their learning. 

9. Analyze content and structure of a full-length work or the equivalent. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to: 

1. Read actively and think critically, to comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and analyze 
college-level texts. (Assessment Methods: Guided peer group work, summaries, reading 
responses.) 

2. Write focused, reading based, well-supported essays that demonstrate effective 
organization and argument, analysis of the reading, critical thinking and syntactical 
maturity. (Assessment Methods: Essays.) 

3. Internalize the learning process to pursue educational opportunities as competent, 
independent and engaged students and members of their communities. (Assessment 
Methods: Essays, peer group work, final exams, research papers.) 

 
Participation & Preparedness 

 I believe that students should attend every class session. You cannot expect to derive the 
full benefit from the instruction nor become part of the learning community, if you are not in the 
classroom. Students are responsible for all material covered in class and missing a class is not an 
excuse for being unprepared, and missing a session will affect your ability to complete the tasks 
needed to complete your instruction. 
 You are expected to meet the deadlines imposed by the instructor on all aspects of a 
project. 
 You are expected to come to each session with your texts and notebook. 
 You are expected to have read and annotated the material for the session in advance and 
have taken some preliminary notes that help clarify the text and have relevance to the project 
question and participate in the discussion groups.  You are expected to maintain a class notebook 
that should contain notes on the texts, answers to the reading questions, discussion notes, 
reflections, and essay plans. 
 You are expected to ask questions of the instructor when you don’t understand some 
aspect of the project and communicate directly (face to face) with the instructor any problems 
that might be affecting your classroom participation.   
 You are expected to come to lab sessions with a working draft and when you are not 
having an instructor conference, to be revising your draft. 

Format 
 All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date set as the deadline. Late 
work is not accepted without making prior arrangements with the instructor for an extension. 
Papers must be presented on your wordpress webpage, under the menu “final essays,” in pdf 
format.  We will create these webpages in the first week of class. 
 Papers should be typed, double spaced with 1” margins and use a standard 12-point font. 
We will use MLA format.  Look to http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for 
any questions on form. Papers must be neat, legible, and professional in appearance. 
 

Evaluation 
 Writing is a skill that develops as you practice the process taught in this course. To 
improve your skills, you must read, reflect (notebook), prepare (brainstorm and plan), write (draft) 
and rewrite. The grade you receive in this class will depend on your ability and willingness to 
practice this process. Papers will be assigned a grade that indicates your current abilities. As you 



become more proficient at the process, your grade should improve. A writer’s notebook, 
attendance, and class participation are also considered as a mandatory part of your development.  

 
Assessment Standards 

• A student should display an understanding and ability to utilize the parts of the reading 
and writing process to communicate in both oral and written forms of communication.  
Read – Reflect – Prepare- Write – Rewrite 

• Read: the ability to understand and analysis a text. 
• Reflect: the ability to annotate a text, develop a notebook, re organize information from a 

text, and discuss a text with others. 
• Prepare: the ability to plan a writing project using an outline, rhetorical strategies, and 

support from primary and secondary sources. 
• Write: the ability and discipline within a set period of time to prepare a document using 

acceptable standards of English writing.  
• Rewrite: the ability to work with an editor to revise a document. 
• A student should display the ability to understand and use Critical Thinking standards, 

elements, and intellectual traits in the reading and writing process. 
 
Throughout this course, you will have frequent and extensive responses to your writing; you will 
also have an ongoing record of your course grades.  If at any time you are unsure about your 
standing in this course, please do not hesitate to ask me for an update on how well you are doing. 
Below are the standards for A through F papers. 
 
Grading  

• A+/A   Excellent Product (Written) or Performance (Spoken).   Evidence of significant 
care given to the construction and delivery of a text.  Also meets the highest standards for 
coherence, cohesion, style, logic, and discussion of the assigned topic.  Evidence of 
substantive, thoughtful, effective revision. 

 
• A-  Superior work, but with occasional minor flaws in execution.  Meets the highest 

standards for evaluation in most but not all categories of coherence, cohesion, style, logic, 
and discussion of the assigned topic.  Revised effectively but a few minor problems may 
remain unaddressed. 

 
• B+      Above average work that lacks excellence in several categories of coherence, 

cohesion, style, logic, and discussion of the assigned topic.  Revision improves some 
features of the text without significantly improving overall quality.   

 
• B/B-   Above average work that exhibits few if any features of excellence.  Some 

weaknesses in coherence, cohesion, style, logic, and discussion of the topic may be 
circumvented or not addressed.   Revision incorporates feedback with some evidence of 
additional effort. 

 
• C+     Average work that is commendable in meeting all baseline standards.  Some strong 

points are apparent in coherence, cohesion, style, logic, and discussion of the topic, but 
these strengths are offset by many weaknesses in the text.  Although not perfunctory, 
revision shows minimal effort in responding to feedback.   

 
• C/C-   Borderline but satisfactory work.  The writer may need to apply considerable 

effort in meeting baseline standards for coherence, cohesion, style, logic, and discussion of 
the topic.   Revision may be needed in all areas before a text becomes satisfactory, and 



specific problems may remain that distract a reader.  However, in general the text can be 
read without significant disruptions in a reader’s understanding of the writer.   

 
• D+     Below average work that does not meet minimal standards in several areas of text 

construction but will exhibit occasional strengths for future development.  Revision is 
incomplete or inconsequential, and the reader is forced to resolve basic problems of 
interpretation. 

 
• D/D-  Far below average work.  This grade typically characterizes inadequate effort 

rather than lack of development as a writer.  Little or no revision has been attempted, and 
some changes the writer makes may have a significantly negative effect on the overall 
quality of a text.   A reader will have recurring problems understanding the text.   

 
Assignments 

Essays:   
You will write three essays of 1500 words in a standard font (12-pt. Times New Roman). 

These essays will be posted on your “craft” webpage, in pdf format, on the day specified in this 
syllabus. The first two essays will have a creative option (to help with your fluidity, clarity, and 
detail in writing), with an academic letter of intent (to help with your development of university-
level introductions and conclusions).  The third essay will include some research.  More will be 
discussed in class.  The focus of essays in this semester will be guided by specific prompts.  If the 
prompt does not make it clear to you exactly what is expected, do ask me.  It is preferable that 
you ask me in class so that the answer can help other students who need similar clarifications.  
 
Readings:     
 You will be responsible for reading assigned articles or chapters and for supplemental 
reading that I will make available to you. Reading is to be done prior to the class meeting in which 
it will be discussed.  Due to the accelerated nature of this summer class, I strongly suggest that 
you read the entirety of any text well before the syllabus denotes our working with it.   
 
Journal: 
 As part of your portfolio, you will write a journal reflection after completing each reading 
assignment, and after each class.  For this class each journal entry needs to be at least 60 words.  
Each journal entry gives you an opportunity to reflect on what you’ve learned or to speculate 
about information that might augment your learning.  These are well used as places where you 
can work out ideas for your essays by integrating the course material with your chosen topics.   
 Substantive, thoughtful, well-constructed entries will not only help you become a better 
writer and learner, they will influence me to award higher grades to students who are borderline 
between an A and B, B and C, or C and not passing.  I will read your journals at designated 
times throughout the term. They are meant to be responses, ways for your mind to keep forging 
links between thinking and writing. They are not meant to be polished products.  Unless 
otherwise stated in class, you will need to create a journal reflection for each class, and 
for each reading assignment.  Save these by date as you will submit all of these for your 
portfolio.   
 These journal entries are similar to yoga in that the practice will create the benefit for 
you.  While I will look through them, the main benefit to you comes from your consistent 
practice.  You will find that your work in creating these journals will deepen your confidence in 
your in-class participation. When you present a GLD you do not have to submit a reading 
response for that day.  You can upload your notes for your GLD, but are not required to do so.   



 In the reading and class journals site of your own wordpress page you will upload pdf 
versions of both journals, as one document, by Thursday 11:59 p.m. each week. By the end of 
the term you will also have a cover letter that briefly discusses your journals. 
 
Group Led Discussions (GLD): 
 Studies have shown that students listen to one another for longer, and with more interest, 
than they listen to professors. GLDs are designed to connect you, and your peers, with the course 
readings.  You will be expected to present with a small group (3-4 students) twice through the 
semester. You will present on the reading assigned to the week of your presentation. You are 
welcome to use audio/visual aids such as PowerPoint, overhead projectors, music, and so forth to 
make your presentation of the text material come alive (please make sure you have checked with 
IT that all you need will be in the room at the correct time).  Make sure that you not only give an 
overview of the reading, but also focus on several points into which you will go in-depth. On 
these points you will engage the class in discussion by having a list of questions, and/or creating 
text-driven games, and/or group exercises. Ask your peers questions.  Devise activities to create 
peer engagement. You are welcome to employ additional research on the reading’s theme.  
Generally make sure that you put thought and action into engaging your peers with the course 
material. Each GLD presentation will take 40-50 minutes.  Time yourself before you present to 
make sure that you will use the full amount of time.  When you are audience to another GLD 
make sure that you are prepared to participate when called.  The energy comes from you all 
working together as a vibrant group. 
 
Portfolio: 
 All work for this course should be kept in an electronic portfolio.  We will spend time in 
the first week of class setting up your wordpress site.  You will submit all of your assignments 
through your wordpress site, in pdf format, on the days they are due.  Your portfolio will include 
all essays, all journal entries (or GLD notes if applicable), and drafts. Starting the organization 
process will make your end of semester work incredibly easier than if you put it off.  More will be 
discussed in class. Your portfolio website will include: 

introduction: 
On the introduction page of your portfolio you will identify the grade you feel you have earned in 
this class. Use quotations from the syllabus, from my comments, and any other pertinent sources. 
Use your grades. Document your assertion of that which you believe would be your fair grade. 
This introduction will be 250 words. We will edit your introduction, with your cover letters for 
each section, toward the end of the term. 

reading and class journals: 
In the reading and class journals site of your own wordpress page you will upload pdf versions of 
both journals, as one document, by Thursday 11:59 p.m. each week. Your class and reading 
journals will equal 2500 words through the course of the summer.  There are 23 classes, and 18 
reading assignments.  This means each entry should be at least 60 words.  By the end of the term 
you will also have a cover letter that briefly discusses your journals. This cover letter will be 250 
words. 

process: 
In the process site of your own wordpress page you will upload pdf versions of at least three essay 
drafts for each of your three final essays. By the end of the term you will also have a cover letter 
that briefly discusses your drafts. This cover letter will be 250 words. 

craft: 
On this page, in your own wordpress site, you will upload all three  final essays.  Each essay will 
be 1500 words long, and in MLA format.  By the end of the term you will also have a cover letter 
that briefly discusses your essays. This cover letter will be 250 words. 
 



Course Grades: 
 Essays:   45%  (3 x 15% each 1500-word essay) 
 Class Participation:   20%  (in class work and journal entries, total of 2500 words) 
 In-Class Work: 20% (2 x 10% Group Led Discussions) 
 Portfolio:  15% (all writing, organized, with 4 250-word cover letters) 
 
Tentative Schedule (subject to change):   
 

narrated understandings of “truth” 
autobiography / testimony 

Week 1: June 18 Writing Assessment 
Week 1: June 19 Introductions and class design; Peter Darbyshire’s “The Fourth 

Horseman”; discussion of genre, collaborative research; practice 
of autobiography 

Week 1: June 20 The Revolt of the Cockroach People, intro, chapters 1-5 (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 1 
Week 1: June 21 The Revolt of the Cockroach People, chapters 6-11 (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 1 

narrated understandings of “truth” 
autobiography / testimony 

Week 2: June 25 The Revolt of the Cockroach People, chapters 12-16  (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 1 
Week 2: June 26 The Revolt of the Cockroach People, chapters 17-afterward (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 1 
Week 2: June 27 House with the Blue Bed pages 5-31 (GLD) Workshop on Essay 1 and 

wordpress 
Week 2: June 28 Essay 1 due  
 House with the Blue Bed pages 33-60  (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 2 Workshop on Essay 2 and wordpress 

autobiography / testimony 
Week 3: July 2  House with the Blue Bed pages 61-88   (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 2 
Week 3: July 3 House with the Blue Bed pages 89-119 (GLD)  
 Workshop on Essay 2 and wordpress 
Week 3: July 4 Fourth of July Holiday 
Week 3: July 5 Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera (GLD)  

autobiography / testimony 
writing from place 

Week 4: July 9 Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera sections 1 & 2 (GLD)  
Week 4: July 10 Workshop on Essay 2 and wordpress 
Week 4: July 11 Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera sections 3 & 4 (GLD) 
Week 4: July 12 Essay 2 due  
 Workshop on Essay 3 and wordpress 

autobiography / testimony 
writing from place 

Week 5: July 16 Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera sections 5 & 6  (GLD) 
Week 5: July 17 Borderlands: The New Mestiza = La Frontera sections 7 & some 

reading of the 2nd half poetry (GLD) Workshop on Essay 4 and 
wordpress 

Week 5: July 18 Multiple readings on place (GLD)  



• Salinger, J.D. "Teddy." 
<http://www.dibache.com/text.asp?id=176&cat=51>  

• Salinger, J.D. "A Perfect Day for Bananafish." 
<http://www.dibache.com/text.asp?cat=51&id=184> 

•  Hemingway, Earnest. “A Clean Well Lighted Place” 
http://www.mrbauld.com/hemclean.html 

• presenter’s choice 
Week 5: July 19 Multiple readings on place (GLD) Workshop on Essay 3 and 

wordpress 
• Power, Oppression and the Politics of Culture:  A Lesbian 

Feminist Perspective 
• Lorde, Audre. “Poetry is Not a Luxury.” 

http://www.english-e-
corner.com/comparativeCulture/etexts/more/feminist_r
eader/poetryisnotaluxury.html 

• presenter’s choice 
writing from place 

Week 6: July 23 Readings on place and Workshop on Essay 3 and wordpress 
• first section of Chicano Poetics sent out electronically (GLD) 

Week 6: July 24 Workshop on Essay 3 and wordpress 
• second section of Chicano Poetics sent out electronically 

(GLD) 
• class vote on movie to conclude course materials 

Week 6: July 25 Synthesis, and Workshop on Essay 3 and on Portfolio 
• film 

Week 6: July 26 Essay 3 due; Portfolio due 


