
 
 Collaborative Teaching Practices Pre-Observation Form  

This form is to be completed by the instructor and submitted to the peer observer at least one day before the 
observation. The observer should clarify any questions about the observation before coming to the 
classroom. This practice will allow the instructor to enter the classroom focused on classroom practices 
instead of on the observer.  

Instructor: Anne F. Walker Date: 10/20/09 Course: WRI 025 02 (Introduction to 
Creative Writing) Room: COB 266 Observer: Nicholas Valdez  

1. Learner Population Profile: On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high), I would rate these aspects of my students' 
performance and behavior this way:  

a. Preparedness 1 2 3 4 5  
b. Motivation 1 2 3 4 5  
c. Participation 1 2 3 4 5  
d. Respect for peers 1 2 3 4 5  
e. Respect for instructor 1 2 3 4 5  
 
2. Learning Objectives/Outcomes: At the end of the lesson, I will have helped my students to.... (list as 
many as you intend to facilitate):  

• deepen their sense of creative community, and confidence with their abilities to create and to constructively 
assess, edit, and discuss one another’s creative works  

3..  Lesson Plan: I intend to achieve the outcomes listed above by leading the following activities:  

• roughly between 7:30 and 8pm the students will read their creative responses to sections from Alfred Arteaga’s 
creative non-fiction House with the Blue Bed (attached with this form). All students will read, and no commentary or 
suggestions will be delivered  
• through this period I will also give them the next day’s writing assignment, take attendance, and collect 
homework  
• after the initial reading period, we will examine 3-5 students’ works carefully. One writer (Stephanie Jones) has 
sent out her work early as it is a longer piece of fiction. The other writers are bringing in shorter works which the class 
will first read, then comment upon  
 
4.  New Material, Activities, Concepts, Techniques: Please list those aspects of this lesson that may be new 
to you and / or your students.  

• at the beginning of the semester most students had very limited, or non-existent workshop skills. They had, 
though, a genuine interest in writing and learning. Primarily I facilitate the group process, encouraging the peers to 
communicate, sometimes re-articulating a students comments in a more workshop-appropriate phrasing. Toward the 
end of working on a students’ writing I will often make a suggestion for some techniques they could use to re-work the 
piece. Occasionally I will make these suggestions through the peer review period as a way to keep the group on track 
with taut, focused, and useful comments  
• in each class students deepen their knowledge, learn new vocabulary, and discuss new issues in creative 
writing  
 



  


